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power, in short, was not equal to making it more
free from imperfections than it is. But optimism
prior to belief in a God, and as the ground of that
belief, sejems one of the oddest of all speculative
delusions. Nothing, however, I believe, contributes
more to keep up the belief in the general mind of
humanity than this feeling of its desirableness, which,
when clothed, as it very often is, in the forms of an
argument, is a naif expression of the tendency of the
human mind to believe what is agreeable to it.
Positive value the argument of course has none.

Without dwelling further on these or on any
other of the a priori arguments for Theism, we will
no- longer delay passing to the far more important
argument of the appearances of Contrivance in Nature.